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Mock Test - 2OL6-2OLT

Subject : Dnglish Core

Class : XII

No. of Printctl P:rgcs : I

[M. t\d. : lOO
'limc : 3 t'Irs.l

Gcncrttl Irtstructions :

(t) All the qttestit'rt-ts are compulsoty'

(ii) Ansn'er shor'rld be pointwise'

(iii).t.rytosticktotheprescr.iilecllvordlirrrit.

(iv) Read all tl"re instrtrctions carelirlly'

SEC'|ION : A(Reading)
(30 rnarks)

(1 x 12 = 12 rnarks)
1. Read the Passage clrefullY :

l. All the means of communication can ['re s,bdivided i, tbur general categories' These categories are :

speech, rvriting, printing ancl electronic cornmunication. All trre tbur categories ha'e trreir orvn adva'tages ad

disrdrantirges. 

r.ru (lrrlr lrlw'[rvrrrv Yv 
q

2. The olclest tbrm ot-com.runication is uncloubtedty rp..Jlil is believed that 'speech' originated perhaps

orreririiliorryearsago,possiblyb),irrritatiotloftratttralsorttldsthatlrurrralrbeingslreardintheiriinrr.rediate.

;;,;;,"da.n",",, rhere are *ra'y such worcls as bang, hiss or buzz wl'ricrr are i,itarive i. tirnction'

3. 
.rhe ,ext big step forrvard in tunction was the invention of rvriting. tt had two r-naior advautages over

speeclr.Firstll,'tlrespeakerlrimselfdidnotlral.etobepresetrtirrordertoconrntutricatelrisideas'plarrs,thottghts

etc. A*d seconclry, trre knowredge of o*e generation could be accumtilated a,d passed on to the ,ext and tuture

geuerliiotrs' 
t 1r- ^ ^^-:L^ ,.r-^.,, o ninrrrre nFwlrat he wantgd to

4. Norv, the frrst kind of rvriting was picture rvriting, where the scribe drew a pictr"rre of what he wau

represent. There can be seen in trre ancient Egyptia, HIER.GLTT'HICS, or in sorne modern chi,ese

IDEOGRApHS. Having to drarv everything you want to comrnunicate, is of course, very limiting' Many ofthese

drau,ings took o* other meani.gs. Trre use of symbors to represent sounds was a great breakthrougl-r' It led to the

rrse of SyLLABAzuES - that is systems rvhere each sy,rbol stood for a syllabl e i'e', asound unit' L'ater came the

inveltion of tlie alphabet that is to say the presentation of each sound by a ditferent symbol'
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to write remained the privilege of a few until the invention ofprinting which originated in Chil$+t initial stages

blocks ofwood were carved into the shape of letters. covered in ink and pressed onto paper. TheArabs brought

the sdret ofprinting to Europe around the tenth century. But it r.vas not until the sixteenth century that the European

printers starled to use muclr more useful metal type. They also adapted the ,uvine-press used for crushing g{apes

and used it fbr pressing their new metal qvpe onto paper. So the number ofbooks vastll. ptultiplied u irh trcmendous

consequences forthe developnrent ofscience and all aspects ofirunran cultule.

6. The tnost recent development lras been the use ofelectronic means of commuricarion. These cau be

sub-divided into those which require a wire or cable comection for transfering niessages and tliose- ii hich do not.

The pioneer in the area w'as Samuel B. Morse who devised a rllethod of sending messages by using short and lopg

signals. The invention ofthe telephone made the leandng of a special code urnecessary; people could speak to one

another quite naturally inrKntion ofwire-less radio, television. smar-t phones e that messages could be

sent and received over long distances without the necessity ofusing u,ires or cables. Thus conlrunicsrirrrl slllong

people far away from each other became lively'and instant.

Ansrver the follon'ing by choosing the most appropriate options :

(a) The passage suggests that :

(i) comlnunication through speeclt. iuiting. printinu and electronic nrediiirtrs rs e.:11.,-, :lective.
./-

ap/' aEnabets are presentation of each sounci b1 a d i ttereirt sr ntb'tr I .

(*) printing started u,ith metal fy-pe in China.

(it) before the invention of printing everyone enjoy'ed the privilege ofwriting.

(b) Besides adaption of wine-press....................helpeci in incrt'asing the numberof books rapidly.

0 blocks of wood

(ii) Chinese people

[iYmetahype
(iv) Arabs

(c) Presence of 'sound words' in languages suggests (that) :

. (i)r/speech possibly originated by irnitation of narural sounds\./
(ii) speech is the oldest fonn of communication

(ii, writing has advantages over speech

(iv) allof these

M

5. In spite of its variou, uarun,ug.$,L,lng *ur,2und is, a slow and cumbersome process and so the abiliq

I x.l=4
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(d) ..resulted in the use of syllabaties'

(r) Picturewriting

p),"TJr"of symbols that stood tbr sounds

(iir) EgyptianHIEROGLYPHICS

.(lv) InventionofalPhabets

Answer the follorving in brief :

({'Beforethe inventionofprinting, w'itingremai,edaprivilege ofafew' why ?

ff How did sPeech originate ?

$}whathelpedpeoplecommunicatervithoutusingwiresorcables?
(h) Write one advantage that rwiting has over speech'

0 What leadto the use of syllabaries ? 
. .-: - -

0)Nameoneproblemthatpicutredrawingspresentedinrvritirrg.

Find the words/phrases in the passage which mean the same as

(k) coPYing 
* ?'"\lohan

(l) collected/gatlith I

Z. Read the given passage carefully and answer the questions that follorv; el-
l. Froods are not newto India and Indian sub-continent. But in recent y.a.dtn.yt ave received much

attention. I.t is perhaps, largery because now they result in much greater damag#an in the p1@utn though

information on the impending occurence of floods is now more accurate and certainly more timely, often there is

very little time or support infrastructure in place by which damage can be minimized. This is particularly true in the

caseofflashfloodsresultingfromsuddenandexcessivelyheavyruin;*\

2.Inthecaseoflndiafloodingisverymuchafunctio,ortnhemonsoons
are spread over a short period during the year and often bring a concentrated volume of rain' Thus the rainy water

cannot be absorbed by the earth and finds outlet only in the form of streams that join up with our major river

systems. But, flooding is not confined only to the main rivers, ollen smaller tributaries and streams can cattse healy

dan"rage as rvell. once these streams spill over their banks they could cause excessive hatm, particularly in moun-

tain areas.

3. one majorfactorthat coulcl lead to ahigher severity offlooding in future is the dangerofclimate change'

while the evider-rce ofthe nature of impacts resulting from climate chauge on precipitation and flooding at the

regional level is not entirely clear, it co,ld happe, that the India, sr-rb-continent rvitnesses and suffers the eft-ects of

a significantly changed pattem ofmonsoons. one set of scier-rtists has estimatecl that the monsoons could be shofier

P.'t. o.
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in dur.ation but far more intensir,e. therebl, increasi,g the clanger of l'looc1s. And it is k,oun to e'enone that clinlate

chauge is tlte resr-rlt of hutnatt actiolls' , - r-...^^- i

4. At the local level also human actiorrs haye leigtened the dange r of lloocl through ctltting of tree s in the

mountains and plains. In India the ecological damage through deforeslation of the Hiualayas has lecl to large-scale

erosiou ofthe nrountai, slopes anclhigh levels of siltatio.. This lead to deposition of silt onthe ri'erbeds aud hctrce

s,illover ofrvaterr,lhene'erthe volume i, tire ri'erreaclics a ccflai,1er:bl. \Vith siltatio, ott tlte ri'cr bcc1s' tlooding

occlrrs even at very shallolv r.r,ater le'els. The r,ulnerability of the populatiou ilas itlcreased substa,tiall'becattse of

pop*latiorr pressures. symbolisecl b1,the stubbom arcr perrraps helpless setlli'g of srum d*ellers o. the barrks of

tlre river.Yamuna in Dellii. which bursts its banks during the tnonsoolls every vea 
-. ,,(

5. Frood fbrecasting minimizes the da,rage fror-r floocls-g5 ro, this reason that the Cc',trallGaler

Com,rissio, has set up a nel$.ork of forecasting statio$hesc statior-rs produce forecasts that are used to alert

the pr,rhlic a,d to moblize various official agencies to lake both pre'e,tive as rvell as relief measures'

Ansrver tlre follorr'ing b}' sclecting tlrc most appropriate optiorr from tlrc gir,en oncs : I x 2 = 2

(a) Central \\'ater Corllnlissiolr has be'etl sct lo " '

(i) take trleasures to stoir tltiiiirlliz-e il""J'

(iD alerl the Public

(iii) Ir-robilize various ot}'icial agencieso- 
^->.-r-r*otulf fL

Vo makc fl ood lorec asts 
%r,.\..\cr ;i,, 

n

(b) Irrspite of ltlore acctlrate irrfbrrnatioll abottt occtlrrellce of floods. a lot of datlage occLlrS

bccausc.....

(i) there is very little time to respond

(iD there is not nluch stlpporting itlliastructtue

(iii) people are reluctant to tnove arval'frotn dauger zones

t) all oftheabove

Ansn'er the follon'illg in brief ' ,,1 t

(Or I,low can clintate changes nrake tltings \\'orse lcrr lndia ?1)-sliA 'l/q.'l

$p Nou'lloods receive urttch greater attentiotl' \\/h1' ? 
- &'(

(e) 'fhe author quotes the exanlple of slttttl drvcllers on Uintis of Yautttta in Delhi' Wh1' ?

(1) Why does Inclia lace so r11ar1\'floods ?

(g) \\/hat/Who is rcsponsil"rlc lirr clirnate change ?

(h) hr whichareas i:r'etr snlall streanls callcatlse rtrttchdalrrage ?
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Firlcltlrewords/phrasesintlrepassagelvlriclrtleanthesameaS:

(i) about to haPPen fPara 1l

0) Proof[Para 3]

3. Ilead the passage carelullf ancl ansrver the questions that follou :

"\\'hich class are 1ou in ?''

..r anr in courage and srre is in perse'erance r,, If tr-ie answer is unr,rsual- it is because it comes fiom an

tursual school ! \Uercome to Mirambika. a, alie,rati.'e school located in and run by the Sri Aurobi,do Asl,aur'

NervDelhi.

It is r,r,ider1,.pre'arenr feelirg that the esisting scrrool e!!c1ti_on i, our courrrry has i,nu,rerable drau'backs'

The chiefofthesr. is that the r.rrzii'streanr e.lucr,rrior.r does r-rot ha'e an1'highobjectives' otherthan preparingthe child

tbralrtcaretilec:t.ee1.D..lr.ingilt31.;.-.,.-3;.tl1.]eatlitlg.tlrechildisllearringlessll,burclenedanddeprir,edoftlre

experience t-,f creati'e jo1 and ir-r,er rro*1h. This cliscontenr spr.rrred a grolrp of thinkers and teachersto create an

altemative tonl of edr'tcation' '

,ln19g1.N4irambika(lvlira.fromthenamelr4iraAlfasaoftheandAmbikameaning'Mother'insanskfit)

* as corcei.r,ecr. in an attempt to irrpre,rent trre edrcational. agenda of Sri Aurobindo. It starled r'vith 57 children

ancl it has managecl to hold the nttmber at 1 50'

SriAurobintio teit .notriing can be tar,rght.. His second principle r.las 'the rnind iras to be consulted on its

growth and the thircl included 
,u,ork from near to the far'. This signifies that early leaming must be fro,-r all that child

ca, relate to before noving to abstract concepts. The main objective of educatio,, he conclucled, should be only to

develop the faculties for leaming

The at,rosphere in the school is a pr.oclamation of this ideology. The splendid architectt,'e' its symmetly'

openness. its rrannony with nature ar.e ove*helming. Tl-rere is rro school unifbrm. There are no fixed classes for the

children of trre sa,re age. Tl-rere are just 12 groups called Red. Blue, Equality, Aspiration and others' The idea is

tirat ehilcrrerr shorird not be treated as objects of con:;: 11 in an hi--':icirialjyll'1m of division and grading' There are

no str-nchrral practices and the children engage in -activities as thel,chooselSignificantly, though this freedom does

not dege'erate i,to chaos. Insteacl, a, altc'rnative r,vork culture has come 1o be rvhere the childryp respect ti,le and

develop their ou, rh1,thm, u,ithout expe ricncing alienalion fi'onr studies. EYeu Yely )'ollllg cl-rilcLen are seen working

on pr:ojects a.d bringing out exlcrsi'e ,ralerial .n the topic. Getli,g admission into Mira,rbika is not easy' The

school is Yery clear that the elhos oI'the thmill, and that o1'the school have to be sinlilar' Hence' the aspiring parents

arr, screenecr in trvo stage s to r,ake sure the1, are- trul1, readl' for the risk inherent i, tl-re alternative format of

edttcation.
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Make notes on the passage in a suitable format. Use abbreviations and give a suitable title.

Make a summaryofthe passage in about 80 words.
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SECTION 
' 
u (Y11[+* Section) (30 Marks)

On Christmas eve, your school is organisin guf&Lin a nearby stadium. You are Sujeet/Sujata, the head

boy/girl ofthe school. Draft a notice in 50 words informing the students about the fete. Give all the relevant

5.p.

details.

OR

Draft an advertisement for the classified columns of a local daily for the sale ofyour Lenovo laptop. Give

all the relevant details like Windows, month and year of purchase etc. You are Snelr/Sameer.

you are Neeraj of M-41 2, Nishat Bagh, New Delhi. Recently you read about a nursing diploma being

offered by Service MthA Smile Institute, Shalimar Nagar', Delhi. Write a letter to the Director (Admission)

enquiring about the relevant details.

OR

Delhi and NCR remained covered in thick sheet of smog tbr manl' da1 s malJng lirt ,Jifticult tbr even'one.

especially the children and those with breathing probl:ms. Besides, garbage buming, construction activities

and excessive use of vehicles are main culprits. Write a letter to the editor of a nationat daily- expressing

your concem and suggesting some solutions. You are Gufran/Nafeesa living at B-4. Kabir Nagar. Noida.

Last week your school organised a talk on 'Democracy and Black Money' by Mr. A. K. Malik, the well-

known economist. Students of class XI and XII participated and had an informative interaction with

speaker. Write a report of the same in not more than 150 words for your school magazine. You are

FarmanlZebaofXII D. 10

OR

Media has been called the fourth pillar of democracy. But in recent times. media often tums j udgemental in

order to please one or the other political party or business house. In 150-200 words. writg ap afiicle on

'Responsible and Impartial Media - Need of the Hour'. You are Pankaj of XII C.

.Health is Wealth' is an age old saying. But the youth today cares little about their health. They keep awake

till late at light and prefer juril;. fbod ro horne-made one. You are Farhan/Sania of XII B. You decide to

ileliver a speech in the school assembly in order to make students aware about the need and rvays to kecp

to

/,/

6.

7.

oc("
healthy. [150 to 200 wordsl

.l
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OR

you are to participate in an Inter House Debate competition being organised in your school' The topic/

statement of the debate is .All Entrace Exams after crass XIr shourd be abolished'' Yon are Ranjary'

Ranjarra.Writetheclebateinagainstthemotion'Wordlimitnotmoretlran200words'
sECrIoi\:c(Literature) "jTT:'l

Read the extract and answer the questions that follorv :

"Fisherman in tl-re cold sea'

Would not harm whales

And the man gathering salt

Would look at his hurt hand'"

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

What is'fisherman' qrnbolic of ?

What is'salt' sYnbolic of ?

Name the Poem and the Poet'

Explain'hurt hands"

OR

"surely Shakespeare is wicked' the map a bad example'

With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal

For lives that turn in their cramped holes

From fog to endless nights'"

(a) Wliy has Shakespeare been described as u'icked ?

(b) WhY isthe maP ahad examPle ?

(c) What tenlPts 'thent' to steal '?

(d) Name the Poem and the Poet'

Ansrver any fourof the follorving in 30-40lvords ench :

(a) Why did the peddlar sign himself as CaptainVon Stahle ?

(b) Why were the village eiders seated on the back benches ?

(c) Why clici people migrate from the village in Dhaka to Delhi ?

(d) Name any trvo indignities that the new girls rvere subjected to at cariisle Indian School'

(y*nois the sigrrificance of the images, 'sprinting trees' and 'rnerry children spilling out of their homes'

' v 
inthepoem'MyMotheratSixty-six' ?

(0 How was the hundreth tiger arranged for the Maharaja ?

3x4=12
9.

8.



10. ht order to satbguard the interests of workers tike Mukesh, it is essential that rvorkers are intbrmed aboLrt

their rights - fbrnring cooperatives, getting loar"rs trotn banks etc.Do yoll agree ? Why/Why not '7

(125-150 rvorcls)

OR

Adolescent lantasies may'be ttuilling bLrt rnight result in clisappointment. Explain citing. exatlllrle li'orn thc

chaptcr 'Going Placcs'. ( 125- 1 50 worcls)

Dr. Saclao and Flana rise above uran-macle clivisions to sere the nobler cause of huutauily. Discr-rss n'ith

ref-erence to the story 'The Elretny'. ( 125- I 50 ri,orcls) 6

0R

"Zit I(ala-sa ancl Bama are rebels." Discuss. ( 125- 150 rvorcls)

Horv tJid the invisible rnan misuse science to create har,'oc in thc- society ? ( 125- 150 r.vords) 6

oR

What changes did Eppie bring to the life of Silas Mamer ?

Scipnce rvithout morality and regard to the sauctity of life is hamrtul. Discuss. (125-150 i,vords) 6

OR

The novel 'Silas Mamer' shorvs that true happiness cloes uot lie in rnaterial things. Do i ou agree ? \\'h1 '

rvlry not ? (125- 150 rvords)

$>.
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